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Preface

Since 1 July 2023, the validation process for foreign professional qualifi-
cations held by care workers has been centrally located at the Bayeri-
schen Landesamt für Pflege (LfP) (Bavarian State Office for Nursing). 

The newly designed process is digital, simple and fast. All government 
agencies involved work closely together to increase user friendliness. 

Furthermore, since 1 January 2024, facilities in Bavaria can apply to carry 
out simulation exams as part of the adjustment measures. We have  
developed clear criteria and taken all the necessary organisational mea-
sures to ensure that this exam format is well received. This helps make 
the process quicker and more inviting.

But even with all this, we have not quite achieved our objective: we want 
to further improve the framework conditions and make use of all the  
potential offered by the use of digitalisation to make the validation pro-
cess even better.
For the caring professions, for the people of Bavaria!

Judith Gerlach, Member of the Bavarian State Parliament
State Minister for Health, Care and Prevention
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The path to professional certification

Appli-
cation

Docu-
ments

Competent authority

Knowledge test Conversion  
course

no differences
(= full equivalence)

essential differences
(= compensatory measures required)

Assessment of documents for professional certification

State admission for professional practice  
and to hold the professional title

Assess-
ment

Assess-
ment

Equivalence  
assessment

Professional certification



How do you proceed?

Very easy step-by-step – supported  
by the Bavarian State Office for Nursing:

•  Make your online application for the recognition of your qualifications  
at the State Office for Nursing (LfP).

•  Submit comprehensive documents about the vocational care training you  
obtained in your home country to the LfP – all you have to do is upload them! 

•  The LfP will assess whether there are substantial differences between  
your pre-existing vocational care training and the equivalent German  
vocational course for nurses.

•  If there are differences, then you will have the option of choosing to take  
an exam or a conversion course. You can decide which of the options  
you would prefer.

•  After a successful assessment or the completion of the conversion  
course you will fulfil the professional requirements for the full certification  
of your qualifications and will be able to receive accreditation as a nurse.

•  Please only submit language certificates (you need a B2 German level on  
the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages) and  
other suitability certificates (health, reliability) if requested separately  
before the certificate is issued.

You will find application  
forms and all important  
information at:
 
  www.anerkennung-pflege.bayern.de

https://www.anerkennung-pflege.bayern.de
https://www.anerkennung-pflege.bayern.de


How do you profit as an employer?
You use the specialised skills of the workers that are already available within  
your company effectively and sustainably.

How do you profit as a an employee?
With the recognition of your professional qualifications, you are able to work  
in the profession you are trained for – with the corresponding wage and the  
advancement opportunities offered by your employer!

Possible financial aid for care and health workers:

Basic skills*  
German  
Maths…

Accreditation course* /  
Preparation for knowledge 
assessment*  

 
incl. terminology test

optional

Immigrants with  
foreign qualifica-
tions (Reference  
occupation: Pro-
fessional Care 
Worker) without 
full accreditation

Employed as  
Care and Health  
Assistants
Language  
German – B1

•   100 % funding for further  
education costs

•  Wage payment subsidies to employer

Fully  
accredited  
professional 
Language  
German – B2

Basic skills*  
German  
Maths…

1-year  
apprentice-
ship as a  
Care Assis-
tant*

Retrain-
ing as a 
Professio-
nal Care 
Worker*

optional

Immigrants 
without foreign 
qualifications  
at the level of a 
skilled worker

Employed as  
Care and Health  
Assistants
Language  
German – B1

•  100 % funding for further  
education costs

•  Wage payment subsidies to employer
• Further education bonus

Fully  
accredited  
professional 
Language  
German – B2

*Further education with training providers must be certified in accordance with
the Akkreditierungs-und Zulassungsverordnung Arbeitsförderung (AZAV) (Accreditation and Authorisation Regulation Employment Promotion).

Recognised qualifications are funded!
You can benefit from financial aid, particularly from the Federal Ministry  
of Education and Research or the Federal Employment Agency.





What could you accomplish?

We need you and your valuable experience!  

The Bavarian State Office for Nursing (LfP) has therefore developed a  
particularly easy and accessible validation process for all people with  
foreign qualifications who would like to work in the Bavarian care sector.  
Assess your eligibility, or the eligibility of your colleagues and acquaintances,  
to have existing qualifications recognised in Bavaria!

•  Have you completed a vocational course in care  
in your home country?

•  Are you currently working as a care assistant in Bavaria?

•  Would you like to use your relevant professional qualifications  
in the future to start your career as a care worker?

•  Do you know someone with a foreign qualification,  
who would like to start a career as a care worker in Bavaria?

 
 
 

  We would like to encourage you to have the vocational  
care training you have acquired outside of Germany  
recognised in Bavaria. Find out more about your personal  
pathway to become an accredited care worker!

 
 

The Bavarian State Office for Nursing (LfP) is responsible for the  
certification of foreign care workers in Bavaria.
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Do you want to learn more about the work of the state government of Bavaria?
BAYERN DIREKT is your direct line to the Bavarian State Government. You can receive informative 
material and brochures, information on current topics and Internet resources as well as information 
on authorities, competent bodies and points of contact at the Bavarian State Government via tele-
phone: +49 089 12 22 20 or by email at direkt@bayern.de.
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